
 

 

  

 

Our Mission 

To promote positive choices for youth and parents, reduce the occurrences of 

drinking and driving, experimentation with drugs and alcohol, and to provide 

support for social issues facing parents and young people.  

WHAT IS 25 & ALIVE? 

25 & Alive is a community partnership between the 
City, Schools, Churches, Students, Parents, and  
Businesses of Independence.   

HOW DID 25 & ALIVE BEGIN? 

25 & Alive began in 1999 as a grass-roots movement 
among concerned parents in the community.  They 
knew that underage drinking was going on but felt 
powerless to stop it, even among their own children.  

We soon realized that the only way to succeed in  
addressing this and other issues would be to involve all 
facets of the community, and to focus on education.  
“Unity in the Community” became our unspoken 
battle cry! 

WHAT DOES 25 & ALIVE DO? 

We work together to plan community events 
such as school assemblies and parent programs.  
Exceptional events we have sponsored include: 

Rachel’s Challenge 
Darrell Scott 

Working with ADHD 
Dr. Edward Hallowell, 
best selling author of 
“Driven to Distraction” 

Back to the Family 
Dr. Ray Guarendi 

Value, Courage, Respect 
Bob Lenz 

Operation Street Smart 
Lt. Steve Tucker 

WHY IS IT CALLED 25 & ALIVE? 

The name 25 & Alive came from a saying the Mayor 
was known to use, “If we can get a child through their 
rocky years to age 25, they have a good shot at making 
it through the rest of their lives.”  

The “invincibility fable” (coined by psychologist  
David Elkind) is a person's idea that they are  
immune to harm or defeat.  “Some teenagers are 
convinced that, unlike other mortals, they will not 
suffer the consequences of fast driving, unprotected 
sex, addictive drugs, or self-starvation1.” They think 
that nothing bad can happen to them.    
 

Additionally, science explains that the human brain 
takes 25 years to fully develop, “with the area re-
sponsible for judgment and decision making matur-
ing last" (A Parent's Guide to the Teen Brain, 2007).   
This is why young people need consistent, parental 
involvement.  Expecting a teenager to make right 
choices without this guidance is like asking a 3-year 
old to balance a checkbook.  It is not realistic.   

25 & ALIVE - GROUNDED IN PSYCHOLOGY & SCIENCE 

 

LEARNING ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY 

25 & ALIVE 

 

  
We believe that what the schools can’t do alone, the 
city and schools can do together.  And what the city 
and schools can’t do alone, the city, schools, churches, 
and businesses can do together. 

Citizen participation is highly valued and produces  
outstanding results.  Community leaders work hard  
to determine the needs of the community and be  
responsive to those needs.  
 

The combined efforts of this community united with 
the energy of the youth and the love of the parents 
make our partnership a success.  

1Berger, Kathleen Stassen (2006).  The developing person through childhood and  
adolescence (Seventh Edition, p. 466).  New York:  Worth Publishers.    
 

Insert photos here 

WHY PARTNER TOGETHER? 



 

WHAT IS 25 & ALIVE? 
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We are a community 
partnership between the 
City, Schools, Churches, 

Students, Parents, 
and Businesses 

of Independence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From our home within 
the City of Independence, 
we work together to give 
parents and children the 
tools and support they 

need to help deal with the 
multitude of issues that 
face our youth today. 

 
We will put our efforts  

behind anything that can  
enhance the wellbeing of the 

youth and members  
of the community.  

 
If we work together, our  
children will be safer, our  

community will be stronger, 
and the hope for a better  

future will be alive and well. 
 
 

  

 

 
 

25 & Alive and our network 
of  partners work together 

to  do great things.   
 

The following are 
examples of the 

wonderful events made 
possible through this 
collaborative effort. 

 

Rachel’s Challenge 
The father of the first 
Columbine Victim led  

inspiring assemblies about 
culture change through  

kindness and compassion. 
 

Working with ADHD 
Dr. Edward Hallowell, 
best-selling author of 

“Driven to Distraction” 
delivered a positive 

message about the gifts 
which reside within the 

diagnosis of ADHD. 
  

Town Hall Meetings 
25 & Alive has planned and 

hosted  Town Hall 
Meetings to educate the 

community about heroin and 
other drugs. 

 

National Day of Prayer 
The churches work closely with 
25 & Alive to plan community 
prayer opportunities such as  
National Day of Prayer, Seek 
God for the City, and others.  

 

  
 
 
 
 

Parent-Directed 
Drug Testing 

Did you know that you 
can independently and 
privately drug test your 

child at a local counseling 
agency at minimal cost? 

 

Character Counts 
This national program unites 

the community in teaching the 
Six Pillars of Character:   

Trustworthiness, Respect,  
Responsibility, Fairness,  
Caring, and Citizenship.   

 

 No Bullies-No Victims 
This community-wide program 

led to the establishment of 
standardized protocols for  
reporting bullying incidents 
throughout the community. 

 

Parent Pledge 
This pledge encourages 

parents to stand together 
on important issues such as 

anti-bullying, underage  
drinking, and communication.   

 

Operation Keepsake 
It’s never easy to talk 

about sex, but this positive 
program encourages 

abstinence and builds teen 
character. 

 

Campus Connection after 
school program provides 

homework assistance and  
activities for grades 5-8, and 

Campus Life Clubs help youth 
establish a good foundation.   

  

 

 

Please, join us! 
 

Our meetings are 
open to everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

If you are a student, 
parent, church, business 

or community leader that 
would like to get involved, 

please contact: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angie Zidanic 
Clerk of Court 

25 & Alive Coordinator 
 
 

216.524.4131 
 
 

ZidanicA 
@independenceohio.org 

www.independenceohio.org 
 
 

 

 
 

6800 Brecksville Road 
Independence, OH 44131 
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25 & ALIVE EVENTS 
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25 & ALIVE PROGRAMS 

 

25 & ALIVE MEETINGS 

 

25 & Alive Meetings 
 
 

Every 4th Tuesday 
 

(except for July & December) 
 

1 pm at the Middle School 
 

6111 Archwood Rd.  
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What City Leaders Say About 25 & Alive: 
 

“25 & Alive joins the forces and resources of the City, Schools, Churches, Businesses, Students and Parents to combat many detrimental issues 
facing our youth today.  We take pride in knowing that together we are doing all that we can to provide our youth the support and education 
to make good decisions.”  Mayor Anthony Togliatti, City of Independence 
 

“I strongly believe in the old proverb, "It takes a village to raise a child."  25 & Alive is an outstanding example of that truth.  Our City, Schools, 
Churches and parents come together to collaborate on how we can improve our "village" to help our youngest residents grow and develop in 
a safe, productive way.”   Superintendent Ben Hegedish, Independence Local Schools 
 

“The cooperative efforts of 25 & Alive are outstanding examples of what can be accomplished by a caring community.  It is an essential part  
of all activities and decision making that occur within the City.“  Principal Margaret Campisi, St. Michael School 
 

“There is a culture of collaboration that exists in the City of Independence that is rare, valuable and empowering.  25 & Alive provides the  
structure that makes it happen!”  Pastor Donna Barrett, Rockside Church 

 

What Others Say About 25 & Alive: 
 

“Parents, schools, government and faith-based organizations all come together to make Independence a safe and nurturing environment  
for children and teens.  I use the City of Independence as an example of a community-wide effort in the training I do around the state.”  
Susan I. Tucker, MSW, LISW-S, ACSW, Creator of No Bullies-No Victims 
 

 

“25 & Alive is definitely my idea of local democracy in the most effective and responsible manner.”  Dr. Lawrence Keller, Cleveland State   
University Professor 


